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Only a small body of Swedish cavalry headed by Charles and Ma-
zepa escaped from their pursuers and fied to Turkey. The rest of the
Swedish array surrendered^ aAltogether about 20,000 prisoners were
taken, including all of Charles5 generals,

The brilliant Russian victory at Poltava was of tremendous sig-
nificance. The Swedes were considered the best troops in Europe and
Charles an invincible general. Swedish military glory had been dealt
a severe blow, Poland and Denmark again entered into an alliance
with Russia to continue the war against Sweden. Prussia also joined
this alliance.

The War with Turkey. Charles, who had fled to Turkey after
his defeat^ incited her against Russia, upon whom she declared war in,

1710. Peter immediately marched toward the Danube with an army of
40,000; he counted on the assistance of the Polish army and on an up-
rising among the Slav population, under Turkish domination. However,
a large Tuikish army (about 200,000 men) advancing toward the Rus-
sianborder surrounded the Russian troops under Peter at the Pruth in .

1711. The Russian army lacked provisions and sufficient ammunition.
But the Turkish commander -in-chief, not suspecting the difficult
straits the Russian army was in, agreed to conclude peace.

Though under the peace terms Peter returned Azov to Turkey he
had managed to save his army.

The End of the Swedish War. After the Turkish war, Peter
again turned his attention to Sweden. In the years immediately follow-
ing the Battle of Poltava the Russian army had completely ousted the
Swedes from the coasts of the Gulf of Riga and the Gulf of Finland.
In Pomerania (on the southern shore of the Baltic Sea), the Russians
were operating against the Swedes jointly with the Prussians and the
Danes.

Peter's main efforts were directed at permanently securing the
Baltic seaboard for Russia. Under his command the young Russian
navy won a brilliant victory over the Swedish fleet off Cape Hango udde
(Finland) in 1714,

Peter's infantry, embarked on galleys, drew alongside the Swedish
ships in the face of heavy cannon fire. The Russian soldiers boarded the
enemy ships by means of ladders and captured them after a fierce hand-
to-hand melee.

This naval defeat forced Charles to enter into peace negotiations
with Russia, but they were broken off after his death. The Swedish
government decided to make peace with Prussia, Denmaik and Po-
land and to concentrate all its forces against Russia. The Russians
won another great victory over the Swedish fleet in 1720 off the Island
of GLonhamn, After having in the course of the 13th to the 17th centu-
ries been cut, off from the Black and Baltic seas, Russia within a few
years became a great naval power. Supremacy of the Russian fleet on